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VERNON CITY COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING
DECEMBER 17, 2019


Mayor Douglas Jeffrey IV called the Regular Meeting of the Vernon City Commission to order at 6:30 p.m. on December 17, 2019 at City Hall, and a quorum was declared present.

	Mayor Douglas Jeffrey IV

	Commissioners: Britt Ferguson, Pam Gosline, Don Aydelott, Justin Marsh 

Staff Present:  City Manager Martin Mangum, City Attorney Jon Whitsitt,  Finance Director Dee Boatenhamer, Fire Chief J.J. Oznick, Police Chief Randy Agan, Community Development Director Monica Wilkinson, Code Enforcement David Pilcher, Public Works Director Darell Kennon, Tourism Director Amanda Lehman, City Secretary Marsha Jo Stone

1.	Call To Order
	A.  Declaration of Quorum – Mayor Jeffrey declared a quorum
	B.  Invocation – Commissioner Marsh led the group in the Invocation
C.  Pledge of Allegiance – Commissioner Marsh led the group in the pledge to the United States Flag
     and to the Texas Flag

2.	Consent Agenda:
     	Commissioner Ferguson moved to approve the consent agenda.
A.  Approval of the Minutes of the Regular City Commission meeting held on Tuesday, November 19,
     2019.
B.  Approval of the Finance Investment Report, Vouchers, Payroll and Benefit Expense for November
     1, 2019 to November 30, 2019
C.  Approval of other Department Reports

3.	Public Comment

	None

4.	Hear Presentation from Rick Sims of BYSP Architect on the use of a vacant lot located at 1716 Pease Street.

	Rick Sims advised several city employees and community members were involved in the proposal which included:  Marty Mangum, Don Aydelott, Pam Gosline, Amanda Lehman, Shelton Fanner, Sue McMahon, Mark Reynolds, Michael Crabtree, and a local Robotics Team led by Meg Heatly.  

	Sims advised the property needed to be as usable in as many ways as possible so the community would support it.  He advised the possibilities include farmers market, pocket park, choir programs for churches and schools, outdoor movie theater, sporting events, family reunions, weddings, birthday parties, arts and crafts shows, farm to table, supper club, dinner theater, concerts, chili cook-offs, pep rallies, political events, Summer’s Last Blast.
	
	He advised the approximate cost as presented would be $350,000 to $400,000.  Sims advised several funding options are available such as grants, public funding or corporate sponsors.

	Mayor Jeffrey suggested staff and Commissioners look for possible funding options and bring back to the Commission at a later date.

	Owner of C&N Flowers and Gifts stated “if that is all concrete and you have a band and they have amplifiers the vibration will not be good for my building because I have all glass.”

	Mr. Sims advised that would be a fixable thing and would be taken into consideration.

5.	Discussion, Consideration and Take Possible Action on Ordinance Number 1750 changing the purchasing policy of the City of Vernon.

	City Manager Mangum explained the only change to the Purchasing Policy would be changing purchases under $10,000.00 would not require three bids.

	Commissioner Marsh made the motion to approve Ordinance Number 1750 amending the Purchasing Policy of the City of Vernon.

	Commissioner Gosline seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote.

6.	Public Hearing on Ordinance Number 1751 regarding a specific use permit

	Mayor Jeffrey opened the Public Hearing at 7:03 pm

	No comments

	Mayor Jeffrey closed the Public Hearing at 7:03 pm

7.	Discussion, Consideration and Take Possible Action on Ordinance Number 1751 regarding specific use permit

	City Manager Mangum advised this is a specific use permit for a 20 X 20 carport within the front yard setback at 2627 Roberts Street.

	Commissioner Gosline made the motion to approve Ordinance Number 1751.

	Commission Marsh seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote.	

8.	Public Hearing on Ordinance Number 1752 regarding changing the boundaries of zoning at 1916 Stadium Drive

	Mayor Jeffrey opened the Public Hearing at 7:04 pm

	Karen Atkins “I live at 1918 Stadium Drive and I don’t want it.  I have lived there twenty years and I don’t think we need it.  I understand it is low income housing for older people and the housing authority has openings and apartments have openings. I don’t want it and I don’t think we need it.  It won’t help our house. Our house sets right in the middle of it.”
Rance Adkins “We are here basically to find out more information and hear what the plans are.  We are concerned that if someone moved in around your house and was going to put a public living area you would be concerned too.  We want to be open minded and hear what it is about.  The way it sounds I don’t think we will be in favor of it and I don’t think our neighbors will be either.”

No other comments.

Mayor Jeffrey closed the Public Hearing at 7:07.

9.	Discussion, Consideration and Take Possible Action on Resolution Number 1041 in support

	Michael Beard with Betco explained to the Commission the plans for the development and addressed the concerns from citizens.  He advised on the eleven acres they expect to build an 80 unit mix.  He explained there is a requirement for 55 where at least one occupant must be 55 years old and up which is non-negotiable.  He advised a contract had been drawn up with the owner of 1915 Stadium Drive. Mr. Baird advised the property is a prime location with access to several amenities.  He advised it would employ approximately 100 people during construction.  He advised local workers and materials would be used if possible. 

	Mayor Jeffrey requested Mr. Beard talk to Rance and Karen Adkins to try and work out a solution.  

	Mayor Jeffrey advised this item would be placed on the next regular agenda.

	No motion or action taken

10.	Discussion, Consideration and Take Possible Action on Ordinance Number 1752 changing the boundaries of zoning 

	No motion or action taken

11.	Discussion, Consideration and Take Possible Action on renewal or bidding of use of the Winston Farm of the City of Vernon

	Commissioner Marsh made the motion to amend the farm lease of Winston Farm with Otto Obenhaus to expire on March 31, 2023.

	Commission Gosline seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote.

12.	Discussion, Consideration and Take Possible Action on the usage of the Armory building and the bay area of the old City hall building

	No motion or action taken

	Mayor Jeffrey advised to proceed and place back on the agenda with new course of action.

13.	Discussion, Consideration and Take Possible Action on the sponsorship of a concert series by the City of Vernon and the Tourism Board

	Tourism Director Amanda Lehman advised an idea was presented to the Tourism Board to sponsor a Classic Country concert and it was approved by the Tourism Board with a budget of $19,000.00 for a concert in March.  The possible dates are March 14 and March 27.  It will be held at the Wilbarger Auditorium.  The Tourism Board would like to the give the money to the City and have the City host the event.

	Commissioner Gosline made the motion to approve the sponsorship of $19,000.00 for a concert.

	Commissioner Marsh seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote.

14.	Discussion, Consideration and Take Possible Action on Approval of sale of tax properties: Parcel 1108001, 1026 Turner Street to Deborah Crocker for $100.00, Parcel 3355001, 2601 Dr. Martin Luther King to Charles Crocker for $103.00.

	Commissioner Marsh made the motion to approve the sale of tax properties: Parcel 1108001, 1026 Turner Street to Deborah Crocker for $100.00, Parcel 3355001, 2601 Dr. Martin Luther King to Charles Crocker for $103.00.

	Commissioner Gosline seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote.

15.	Discussion, Consideration and Take Possible Action on condemned buildings at 3112 and 3114 Main

	Code Enforcement David Pilcher advised “3112 Main (the old bait shop) was condemned five years ago and 3114 Main (the old beauty shop) was condemned this year.  We were in the process of getting bids to remove the asbestos and the only bid was $20,000.00.  Mr. Ramirez advised this property was given to the church during this process.”

[bookmark: _GoBack]	Mr. Ramirez advised “we have been given this property as a donation.  We would like to ask to demolish the buildings that are not good and repair the buildings that can be repaired.  We have professional members in the church that can do this work.  We should be able to start the second week of January.  We would like to get the property in good shape and sell it.”

	Mike Herchman stated “I came to the Commission in 2008 and complained about this property.  I have been dealing with the Commission concerning this property since that time.  It is all junk in my opinion.”	

Commissioners agreed to place these properties on the bottom of the demolition list and allow work to be done with progress to be done by the next Commission meeting in January.

16.	Discussion, Consideration and Take Possible Action on bids for the annual salt purchase for the City of Vernon

	Public Works Director Darrel Kennon presented the Commission with three bids for salt purchase.

	Commissioner Ferguson made the motion to accept the one year bid from Cargill, Inc. at $203.00 per ton delivered with an option to renew for the seconded year.

	Commissioner Aydelott seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote.

17.	Discussion, Consideration and Take Possible Action on bids for a pickup for the Water Department

	Public Works Director Kennon presented the Commission with three bids for a pickup for the Water Department.

	Commissioner Aydelott made the motion to accept the bid from Vernon Auto Group at $38,879.97.

	Commissioner Ferguson seconded the motion, Yes (Ferguson, Aydelott, Gosline) No (Marsh) motion passed.

18.	Adjourn

	Commissioner Gosline made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:05 pm.

	Commissioner Aydelott seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote.






								_______________________________
								Douglas Jeffrey IV Mayor

ATTEST:


______________________________
Marsha Jo Stone, City Secretary
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