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VERNON CITY COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING
JULY 28, 2020

Mayor Pam Gosline called the Regular Meeting of the Vernon City Commission to order at 6:30 p.m. on June 23, 2020 at City Hall, and a quorum was declared present.

	Mayor: Pam Gosline

Commissioners: 
Present: Britt Ferguson, Justin Marsh 
Phone: Don Aydelott

Staff Present:  City Manager Martin Mangum, City Attorney Jon Whitsitt, Tourism Director Amanda Lehman, Finance Director Dee Boatenhamer, City Secretary Marsha Jo Stone, Police Chief Randy Agan,  Community Development Director Monica Wilkinson, Fire Chief J.J. Oznick

1.	Call To Order
	A.  Declaration of Quorum – Mayor Gosline declared a quorum
	B.  Invocation – Commissioner Marsh led the group in the Invocation
C.  Pledge of Allegiance – Commissioner Marsh led the group in the pledge to the United States Flag
     and to the Texas Flag

2.	Consent Agenda:
A.  Approval of the Minutes of the Regular City Commission meeting held on Regular Meeting held on June 23, 2020.
B.  Approval of the Finance Investment Report, Vouchers, Payroll and Benefit Expense for June 1, 2020 to June 30, 2020.
C.  Approval of other Department Reports

Commissioner Ferguson moved to approve the consent agenda.

Commissioner Marsh seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote.

3.	Public Comment – Grant Smith addressed the Commission “I own a home at 2412 Pease Street, I am only three blocks from Sullivan Funeral Home.  My first point is that the Jews unwillingly and uninformed were marched into buildings and gassed.  My second point is our forefathers saw fit to sign up a group of people as Commissioners that can control the City of Vernon.  As Commissioners you are all allowed to have articles that are in place for safety and well-being.  To inform you the burning of human remains puts off several hazardous gases that not only affect unborn, infants, children, adolescence, adults and older folks who already have problems with breathing. I ask you as Commissioners to uphold your elected offices and to not allow the burning of human remains in the City limits.”
	
4.	Hear citizen comments and discussion regarding funeral home crematorium

	Mayor Gosline read a letter from Michael Lytle in support of Vernon having a crematory and support Sullivan Funeral Home.

	Phillip Duke spoke in support of the crematory.

	The following citizens spoke against the crematory:  Art Bergman, Aaron Reese, Richard Byrd, Andrea McWilliams, Cari King, and Amanda Johnston

	Robert Webb of Sullivan Funeral Home advised “I am presenting facts from the EPA and Texas Commission on Environmental Quality Control who issues our permit as a crematory which is a clean air permit to obtain a license.  Everyone who is associated with Sullivan Funeral Home has children and grandchildren and we would not do anything that would endanger our families.”

	Mayor Gosline thanked everyone for coming and expressing their concerns.
5.	Discussion, Consideration and take Possible Action to Approve Sale of tax property: Parcel 368001, 1429 Olive to Jonathan Pichardo for $1,200.00
	Commissioner Ferguson made the motion to approve sale of tax property Parcel 368001, 1429 Olive to Jonathan Pichardo for $1,200.00
	Commissioner Marsh seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote.
6.	Hear Presentation on the 2021 Wilbarger Appraisal District Budget
	City Manager Mangum advised a Public Hearing would be held by Wilbarger Appraisal District on the 2021 budget.
7.	Discussion, Consideration and Take Possible Action on purchasing an access control/intrusion system for City Hall
	Commissioner Marsh made the motion to approve purchase of an access control/intrusion system for City Hall at a cost of $7,472.00.
	Commissioner Aydelott seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote.
8.	Discussion, Consideration and Take Possible Action on purchase of two metal detector/COVID-19 thermometer units for use at the Police Station and Municipal Court.
	Commissioner Marsh made the motion to approve purchase of two metal detector/COVID-19 thermometer units for use at the Police Station and Municipal Court at a cost of $9,720.00.
	Commissioner Ferguson seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote.
9.	Discussion, Consideration and Take Possible Action on purchase of equipment needed to allow for teleconferencing in City Hall
	Commissioner Aydelott made the motion to approve purchase of equipment needed to allow for teleconferencing in City Hall at a cost of $10,960.00.
	Commissioner Ferguson seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote.
10.	Discussion, Consideration and Take Possible Action to approve the replacement of half of the approach ramp to the Transfer Station loading dock
	Commissioner Ferguson made the motion to approve the replacement of half of the approach ramp to the Transfer Station loading dock.
	Commissioner Marsh seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote.
11.	Discussion, Consideration and Take Possible Action on adding a sick leave pool for catastrophic injuries or illnesses to the Personnel Policy of the City of Vernon
	Commissioner Marsh made the motion to add a sick leave pool for catastrophic injuries or illnesses to the Personnel Policy of the City of Vernon.
	Commissioner Aydelott seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote
12.	Discussion, Consideration and Take Possible Action providing hazardous pay for first responders including Fire, EMS, and Police
	Commissioner Marsh made the motion to approve hazardous pay for the first responders including Fire, EMS and Police at $2,000.00 per month per employee until the CARES Act stops.
	Commissioner Ferguson seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote.
13.	Budget Work Session
14.	Adjourn
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Commissioner Ferguson made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:35 p.m.
	Commissioner Marsh seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote.

							____________________________________________
							Pam Gosline, Mayor
ATTEST:

__________________________________
Marsha Jo Stone, City Secretary
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