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VERNON CITY COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING
APRIL 24, 2024

Mayor Pam Gosline called the Regular Meeting of the Vernon City Commission to order at 6:30 p.m. on 	April 23, 2024 at City Hall, and a quorum was declared present.

	Mayor: Pam Gosline

Commissioners:  Don Aydelott, Early Williams, Jim Parmer, Dustin Fraticelli 

Staff Present:  City Attorney Sage Seal, City Manager Darell Kennon, Police Chief Wayne Hodges, Finance Director Dee Boatenhamer, Public Works Director Chase Craighead, Community Development Director Monica Wilkinson, Tourism Director Haley Bounds and City Secretary Marsha Jo Stone

Others:  Tony Fidelie – Perdue Brandon Fielder Collins & Mott, LLP, Rev. Joe Pratt, Jennifer Trufan – AgriLife, Dana Tarter – AgriLife, Michael and Susan Burnett, Greg and Joycelyn Barnett

1.	Call To Order
	A.  Declaration of Quorum – Mayor Gosline declared a quorum
B.  Invocation – Commissioner Williams led the group in the Invocation 
C.  Pledge of Allegiance –Mayor Gosline led the group in the pledge to the United States Flag
     and the Texas Flag

2.	Recognition – Mayor Gosline recognized Commissioner Early Williams and Jim Parmer at their last official meeting.  Neither Commissioner sought re-election due to Commissioner Williams moving to Fort Worth and Commissioner Parmer moving out of his precinct.  Mayor Gosline thanked them for their dedication and work for the City of Vernon and presented each of them with their own personal street sign and cap.

	Mayor Pro-Tem Don Aydelott read a Proclamation Recognizing Mayor Pam Gosline as Texoma’s 2024 Remarkable Woman and presented her with an arrangement of flowers.

3.	Consent Agenda:
A.  Approval of the Minutes of the Regular Meeting held on Tuesday, March 26, 2024 
B. Approval of the Finance Investment Report, Vouchers, Payroll and Benefit Expense for March 1, 2024 to March 31, 2024
C.  Approval of other Department Reports
D. Approval of Board minutes

Commissioner Aydelott made the motion to approve the consent agenda 

Commissioner Williams seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote.

4.	Public Comment 

	Rev. Joe Pratt – 2700 Violet, Vernon – addressed the Commission concerning the Lyday Park.  He requested the City install four (4) Children Playing signs at the intersections of Houston/Dawson and Houston/Wanderer.  He stated he had observed motorist speeding around Lyday Park and was concerned for the safety of the children playing in the park.

5.	Proclamation – Working on Wellness Environments Community Challenge
Mayor Gosline read the Proclamation – 2024 Working on Wellness Environments Community Challenge and read the Supporting Organizations:  Wilbarger County AgriLife, Vernon College, Wilbarger General Hospital, Vernon Farmers’ Market Association, Vernon Boys and Girls Club, Wichita Falls Area Food Bank, Wilbarger County Campfire, Vernon Chamber of Commerce and Carnegie City/County Library.  Jennifer Trufan – County Extension Agent, Family and Community Heath AgriLife and Dana Tarter – Regional Program Leader, Family and Community Health AgriLife were present for the reading of the proclamation.

6.	Discuss, Consider and Take Possible Action on the appointment to the Wichita-Wilbarger 9-1-1 District Board

	Commissioner Aydelott made the motion to appoint Ms. Dana Ross as the “cities” representative on the Wichita-Wilbarger 9-1-1 District Board

	Commissioner Fraticelli seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote

7.	Presentation of TDA Form A1024 CDBG Section 3 Goals and Concepts as related to the CDBG Program and Grant Contract Number CDV21-0119 – Gordon Street

	City Manager Darell Kennon read through the presentation to the Commission

8.	Discuss, Consider and Take Possible Action on the Police Department accepting the NRA Law Enforcement Range Grant for improvements to the Vernon Police Department Firing Range

	Police Chief Wayne Hodges advised the Vernon Police Department Firing Range has not seen any significant improvements since it began being used for this purpose.  The goal is to improve the firing range in stages to provide better, more realistic training of the Vernon Police Department officers as well as Texas Department of Public Safety State Troopers.  He advised the cost for the project is $25,000.  The NRA Law Enforcement Grant would pay 50% of the total cost at $12,500.  The additional $12,500 will be paid through local donations for this project.  Three quotes received:  $25,000 – Double G Concrete Construction, $24,000 – Lone Star Construction and $30,250 – Lindsey Construction.

	Commissioner Aydelott made the motion to authorize Vernon Police Chief Wayne Hodges and Vernon City Manager Darell Kennon to accept the NRA Law Enforcement Range Grant

	Commissioner Williams seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote

9.	Discuss, Consider and Take Possible Action on the Emergency Purchase of the Aquatic Center freeze damage repairs

	City Manager Kennon and Public Works Director Chase Craighead advised the Aquatics Center experienced some significant damage during the last major freeze.  The heaters failed to provide enough heat to keep the open slat building warm enough and a pipe froze and busted.  The busted pipe submerged several pump/motors and they have to be replaced before we can open on Memorial Day weekend.  He advised the city is working with our insurance company on the claim and should only be out the deductible of $2,500.  The total repair from Atlantis Aquatic Group is $162,854.

	Commissioner Aydelott made the motion to approve the emergency purchase for the repair of the Aquatics Center from Atlantis Aquatic Group in the amount of $162,854.00.

	Commissioner Williams seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote

10.	Discuss, Consider and Take Possible Action to approve a contract to haul Municipal Solid Waste from the Vernon Transfer Station at 11053 CR 97 N to a State Licensed Landfill

	Public Works Director Craighead advised the Transfer Station is operating separate from the current contract with Waste Connections.  Due to the separation a vendor is needed to haul the Municipal Solid Waste to an approved landfill.  One bid was received from Atomic Transport.  He presented a bid and contract with Atomic Transport for approval for $77,220 for the first year and $79,560 for the second year.

	Commissioner Williams made the motion to accept the bid proposal and approve the contract with Atomic Transport, LLC for Solid Waste Transportation to an approve landfill with the amendment to include the customer will tarp all loads but is not liable during transportation

	Commissioner Aydelott seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote

11.	Discuss, Consider and Take Possible Action on an Interlocal Cooperation Contract with the Department of Public Safety (DPS) for office space within the Police Department

	City Manager Kennon advised the current contract with DPS for office space will expire March 2, 2025 and DPS likes to renew a year in advance.  The new contract has the same rates as they are paying at the present time but the City added a CPI annual adjustment since they are requesting a ten-year contract.  DPS is offering to purchase and install new carpet and paint in the area they use at no cost to the City of Vernon.

	Commissioner Aydelott made the motion to authorize the City Manager to enter into the Interlocal Cooperation Contract for office space with DPS, pending the City Attorney review, and accept their offer to provide new carpet and paint for the area of the Police Department they occupy

	Commissioner Fraticelli seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote

12.  Executive Session - § 551.071 – Consultation with Attorney
Closed Session discussion with the city’s property tax attorneys, Perdue Brandon Law Firm, and the City Attorney related to delinquent property tax accounts, pending litigation, and delinquent tax policies and procedures 

	Enter:
Commissioner Fraticelli made the motion to enter into Executive Session pursuant to 551.071 – Consultation with Attorney at 7:25 pm

	Commissioner Aydelott seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote

	Exit:
	Commissioner Fraticelli made the motion to exit Executive Session at 8:01 pm

	Commissioner Williams seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote

13.	Adjourn

	Commissioner Fraticelli made the motion to adjourn the Regular Meeting at 8:01 pm

	Commissioner Aydelott seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote




								__________________________________
								Pamela Gosline, Mayor
ATTEST:

______________________________
Marsha Jo Stone, TRMC
City Secretary
Regular Meeting 04/23/2024
	Page 3

