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VERNON CITY COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING
AUGUST 27, 2024

Mayor Pam Gosline called the Regular Meeting of the Vernon City Commission to order at 5:30 p.m. on 	August 27, 2024 at City Hall, and a quorum was declared present.

	Mayor: Pam Gosline

Commissioners:  Michael Burnett, Don Aydelott, Dustin Fraticelli (Kimberly Buesing – absent) 

Staff Present: City Manager Darell Kennon, City Attorney Sage Seal, Police Chief Wayne Hodges, Finance Director Dee Boatenhamer, Fire Chief Chris Cook, Public Works Director Chase Craighead, Community Development Director Monica Wilkinson, Tourism Director Haley Bounds and City Secretary Marsha Jo Stone

Others: Pam Hughes-Pak – Atmos, Mike Edgin – Edgin, Parkman, Fleming & Fleming, David Perkins – Kimely Horn, Dan Osborne, Susie Osborne, Bill Pinchak, Betsy Rayl

1.	Call To Order
	A.  Declaration of Quorum – Mayor Gosline declared a quorum
B.  Invocation – Commissioner Burnett led the group in the Invocation 
C.  Pledge of Allegiance – Mayor Gosline led the group in the pledge to the United States Flag and the Texas Flag

2.	Consent Agenda:
A.  Approval of the Minutes of the Regular Meeting held on Tuesday, July 23, 2024 and Special Meeting held on Tuesday, August 13, 2024
B. Approval of the Finance Investment Report, Vouchers, Payroll and Benefit Expense for July 1, 2024 to July 31, 2024
C.  Approval of other Department Reports – Municipal Court, Police, Fire, Well Field Reports, Code, Permits, Shop
D. Approval of Board minutes – Planning and Zoning, Tourism/Main Street

Commissioner Fraticelli made the motion to approve the consent agenda 

Commissioner Aydelott seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote.

3.	Public Comment 

	None

4.	Discuss, Consider and Take Possible Action on Resolution Number 1105 as a settlement with Atmos Energy on a rate case filed by Atmos

	Pam Hughes-Pak, Atmos Manager of Public Affairs presented a Rate Review Mechanism Settlement Update of the Mid-Tex Division which showed an average residential customer rate increase of $5.52 per month and the average commercial customer rate increase of $13.39 per month.  Pak stated the increase is due to ninety-three miles of old lines which need to be replaced and damage to lines due to excavations.  Atmos has donated $88,000.00 within the community and to non-profits which support the City of Vernon.

Commissioner Fraticelli made the motion to approve Resolution Number 1105 as a negotiated settlement between the Atmos cities steering committee ACSC and Atmos Energy Corp., Mid-Tex Division regarding the company’s 2024 rate review

	Commissioner Aydelott seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote

5.	Discuss, Consider and Take Possible Action on a Sealed Bid Contract for the installation of a 24” pipeline

	David Perkins, Kimley Horn engineer presented the award letter for the bids received for six miles.  Ella SA Construction submitted the lowest bid for HDPE pipe.  He explained the bids were lower than expected which is a very favorable outcome for the city.  He advised due to the procurement law the City should be able to extend the contract up to an additional 25% at the pricing and would include an additional 1.4 miles.  The hope is to extend the project to the original length of 8.5 miles, but will require another bid process

Commissioner Burnett made the motion to approve the bid from Ella SA in the amount of $7,038,126.40 for 31,382 ft approximately six miles of 24” HDPE pipeline, contingent on Texas Water Board concurrence and to extend the contract an addition 25% as allowed by procurement law.  Plus solicit other sealed bids to extend the project so all bond funds can be utilized

	Commissioner Aydelott seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote

6.	Discuss, Consider and Take Possible Action on the approval of the City of Vernon 2022-2023 Annual Audit as presented by Edgin, Parkman, Fleming and Fleming PC

	Mike Edgin presented the 2022-2023 Annual Audit to the Commission.

	Commissioner Fraticelli made the motion to approve the City of Vernon Annual Audit for 2022-2023 as presented

	Commissioner Burnett seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote

7.	Discuss, Consider and Take Possible Action of an engagement letter from Edgin, Parkman, Fleming and Fleming PC for audit services for the Fiscal Year 2023-2024

	Commissioner Fraticelli made the motion to approve the firm of Edgin, Parkman, Fleming and Flemin PC for the Fiscal Year 2023-2024 audit services

	Commissioner Aydelott seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote

	*Mayor Gosline moved Agenda Item #13 up at this time, due to several citizens signed up to speak on the item

13.	Discuss, Consider and Take Possible Action on the City of Vernon fireworks show location and timing

	Mayor Gosline opened the floor for citizen comments.
	
	Susie Osborne, 4611 Sand Road addressed the Commission concerning the location of Orbison Park for the fireworks show.  She stated Orbison Park is not a safe place for the fireworks show stating the pasture of dry grass borders the park as does a shelterbelt.  She stated there are approximately 100 homes and 450 head of livestock in the two pastures around the park.  She stated if the winds are in the right direction and conditions are right there could be a catastrophic fire encompassing the south end of Vernon.  She advised on July 8, 2024 kids shot fireworks at the park and caused a fire which led to homes being evacuated.

	Bill Pinchak, 3515 Beaver Street addressed the Commission concerning the location of Orbison Park for the fireworks show.  He stated the risk is significant for a fire in the area due to the two pastures around the park.  He stated he was worried about the liability for the city and the citizens.  He requested a safe location that can be controlled.

	Commissioner Fraticelli made the motion to cancel the fireworks show for this budget year and defer any future fireworks show to the commission for future possibilities.

	Commissioner Aydelott seconded the motion

	Dan Osborne, 4611 Sand Road addressed the Commission stating having fireworks at Orbison Park has a substantial risk to his assets.  He stated he would seek injunctive relief to see that it would not happen.

	After no further discussion, vote was taken and passed with a unanimous vote.

8.	Discuss, Consider and Take Possible Action on the road closures at the intersections of Main and Pease, Texas and Cumberland, Mesquite and Pease, and Wilbarger and Cumberland for Bacon City USA event

	Commissioner Aydelott made the motion to approve the following road closures at the intersections of Main and Pease, Texas and Cumberland, Mesquite and Pease and Wilbarger and Cumberland for the Bacon City USA event from 10:00 pm on Friday, October 18 to 10:30 pm on Saturday, October 19.

	Commissioner Burnett seconded the motion, which passed with unanimous vote

9.	Discuss, Consider and Take Possible Action on Ordinance Number 1818 renewing TRZ-1 and TRZ-2

	Monica Wilkinson, Community Development Director advised the reinvestment zones are required by the state to be renewed every five years.

	Commissioner Aydelott made the motion to approve Ordinance Number 1818

	Commissioner Fraticelli seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote

10.	Discuss, Consider and Take Possible Action on the sale of Tax Property by Texas Communities Group, LLC 
	Community Development Director Monica Wilkinson advised two bids were received for the old Hall building located at 1512 Fannin Street.  The high bid of $15,000 was received from Jim and Jenna Landis of Glen Rose, Texas.  The second bid was received from Miguel Carias from Benbrook, Texas for $770.  Jim Landis states that he would start roofing work upon receiving the deed and would like to turn the property into an event center.

	Commissioner Aydelott made the motion to approve the sale of 1512 Fannin to Jim and Jenna Landis in the amount of $15,000

	Commissioner Burnett seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote

11.	Discuss, Consider and Take Possible Action on Ordinance Number 1819 changing the permit fees for Itinerant vendors who perform home soliciting and requiring a Sales Tax permit for all Itinerant vendors

	Commissioner Burnett made the motion to approve Ordinance Number 1819 changing the fee for Itinerant vendors soliciting door to door and requiring a Sales Tax Collection Permit for all types of Itinerant vendors 

	Commissioner Aydelott seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote

12.	Discuss, Consider and Take Possible Action on the election of the Texas Municipal League Intergovernmental Risk Pool Board of Trustees

	Commissioner Burnett made the motion to authorized the City of Vernon Mayor Pam Gosline to tally the votes and certify them to the Texas Municipal League Intergovernmental Risk Pool

	Commissioner Aydelott seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote

14.	Discuss, Consider and Take Possible Action on how to proceed with the sale of two City owned properties

Commissioner Fraticelli made the motion to approve the listing of the Old City Hall at 1830 Main Street for sale with Texas Communities Group

	Commissioner Burnett seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote

15.	Discuss, Consider and Take Possible Action on adding the updated Cyber Coverage form TMLIRP

	Deanna Boatenhamer, Finance Director advised because future cybercriminal activity is impossible to predict and the Risk Pool cannot rely on past patterns and trends to predict future losses, TMLIRP created a new Cyber Fund, effective October 1, 2024.  Since this is an interlocal agreement, members must opt-in by September 30, 2024.

	Commissioner Fraticelli made the motion to approve the interlocal agreement for Cyber Liability and Data Breach Response Coverage with TMLIRP beginning October 1, 2024

	Commissioner Burnett seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote
16.	Discuss, Consider and Take Possible Action on Ordinance Number 1817 for the Drought Contingency and Water Conservation Plan 2024

	No Action Taken

17.	Discuss, Consider and Take Possible Action to accept the bid for the 2024 Seal Coat project

	Commissioner Fraticelli made the motion to approve the bid from Freeman Paving LLC for the 2024 Seal Coat Project as the Total Base Bid with Option Number one at the total of $406,673.20, with the final costs for the project not to exceed $446,000.00

	Commissioner Burnett seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote

18.	Executive Session – Consult with Attorney 551.071 – Ambulance billing

	Commissioner Fraticelli made the motion to enter into Executive Session at 7:13 pm

	Commissioner Aydelott seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote
	
	Commissioner Aydelott left the meeting at 7:25 pm

Exit Executive Session 
	
	Commissioner Fraticelli made the motion to exit Executive Session at 8:03 pm

	Commissioner Burnett seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote

19.	Discuss, Consider and Take Possible Action on a contract for Ambulance and Fire/Rescue billing services

	Commissioner Fraticelli made the motion to approve the hiring of Emergicon for Ambulance billing pending the cancellation of the existing contract with Change Healthcare and contract review by the City Attorney and approve the hiring of Emergicon for Fire/Rescue billing, pending contract review by the City Attorney

	Commissioner Burnett seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote

20.	Budget Work Session

	No Action Taken	

21.	Adjourn

	Commissioner Fraticelli made the motion to adjourn the Regular Meeting at 8:08 pm

	Commissioner Burnett seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote



								__________________________________
								Pamela Gosline, Mayor
ATTEST:

______________________________
Marsha Jo Stone, TRMC
City Secretary
Regular Meeting 08/27/2024
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