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VERNON CITY COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING
MAY 27, 2025

Mayor Pam Gosline called the Regular Meeting of the Vernon City Commission to order at 5:30 p.m. on 	May 27, 2025 at City Hall, and a quorum was declared present.

	Mayor: Pam Gosline

Commissioners:  Kimberly Buesing, Michael Burnett, Don Aydelott, Jason Goodrum 

Staff Present: City Manager Darell Kennon, City Attorney Sage Seal, Interim Police Chief Levi Edmonds Fire Chief Chris Cook, Public Works Director Chase Craighead, Community Development Director Monica Wilkinson, Tourism Director Haley Bounds, Finance Director Madala Rodriguez, and City Secretary Marsha Jo Stone

Others: Sandy Shivers, VISD Tennis Team, Members of Fire Department

1.	Call To Order
	A.  Declaration of Quorum – Mayor Gosline declared a quorum
B.  Invocation – Commissioner Burnett led the group in the Invocation 
C.  Pledge of Allegiance – Mayor Gosline led the group in the pledge to the United States Flag and the Texas Flag

2.	Consent Agenda:
A.  Approval of the Minutes of the Regular Meeting held on Tuesday, April 22, 2025 and Special Meeting held on Tuesday, May 6, 2025 
B. Approval of the Finance Investment Report, Vouchers, Payroll and Benefit Expense for April 1, 2025 to April 30, 2025
C.  Approval of other Department Reports – Municipal Court, Police, Fire, Well Field Reports, Code, Permits, Shop
D. Approval of Board minutes – Main Street, Planning and Zoning, EBT

Commissioner Aydeott the motion to approve the consent agenda 

Commissioner Burnett seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote.

3.	Public Comment 

	Sandy Shivers 4215 Country Drive, Vernon, Texas addressed the Commission concerning a problem she had with 9-1-1 and EMS.  Shivers stated her sister had a double lung transplant eight years ago and her lungs went into failure.  Shivers advised she could not breathe one night and Hospice nurse advised they did not have the medication needed and she needed to be transferred.  Shivers called 9-1-1 for 45 minutes and no answer.  She then called the main number to the Police Department and was told they had not received any 9-1-1 phone calls from Shivers.  The Dispatcher called EMS and was advised there was no ambulance or personnel available for transfer to Wichita Falls.  Shivers took her sister by private vehicle to the hospital.  Shivers stated she never talked to EMS personnel and was not called and told anything.  Her main concern was that no one called and tried to assist her in any way.

4.	Discuss, Consider and Take Possible Action on the appointment of Mayor Pro-Tem

	Commissioner Aydelott stated he had been Mayor Pro-Tem for several years and would be happy to serve in that capacity again.

	Commissioner Burnett made the motion to appoint Commissioner Don Aydelott as Mayor Pro-Tem

	Commissioner Buesing seconded the motion, which passed with a majority vote
	Buesing – Yes, Burnett – Yes, Gosline – Yes, Aydelott – Abstain, Goodrum 0 - Yes

	Recognition – Mayor Gosline recognized three of the six members of the Vernon ISD Tennis Team which advanced to State.  Johnathan Medina – Silver medal, Hunter Boatman – Quarter finalist, Will Castleberry – Bronze medal. Coaches Carrie Castleberry, Sarah Reeter and Melanie Chilton

5.	Discuss, Consider and Take Possible Action on changing the Fire/EMS schedule to a 48/96 format

	Megan Fisher addressed the Commission and asked them to support the 48/96 schedule change.

Clay Burkham and Michael Chavez answered questions the Commission had concerning the schedule change.  Chavez advised he had worked both the 24/48 and 48/96 schedule at a previous department.  He advised he felt more recovered with the 48/96 schedule and had more time with family.  He also advised it was a good recruiting tool.  Burkham provided data promoting the schedule change.  

Commissioner Burnett asked what the exit strategy is if this does not work.  Burkham advised this was a six-month trial period and at any time this could be cancelled if the Fire Chief, City Manager or Commission chose to do so.

	Commissioner Aydelott expressed concern with being understaffed at the present time and felt like the City should be at a better place before attempting something of this magnitude.

	Mayor Gosline advised there is a communication problem that has been ongoing for over a year and it is not the department’s fault but the Commission’s responsibility to correct the problem.

	Commissioner Buesing made the motion to change the Fire/EMS department schedule from a 24/48 format to a 48/96 format on a six-month trial basis

	Commissioner Goodrum seconded the motion, which passed with a majority vote.
	Buesing – Yes, Burnett – Yes, Gosline – Yes, Aydelott – No, Goodrum - Yes

6. 	Public Hearing – Zoning change 2505 Center Drive from R-S to C-C (REMOVED)

7.	Discuss, Consider and Take Possible Action on Ordinance Number 1836 zoning change pf 2505 Center Drive from Single Family Residential (R-1) to Convenience Commercial (C-C) (REMOVED)


8.	Public Hearing – Zoning change 2601 Mill Street and 827 Nabers Street from C-A/R to H-I

	Commissioner Burnett made the motion to enter into Public Hearing at 6:26 pm

	Commissioner Buesing seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote

	Monica Wilkinson – Community Development Director advised the Planning and Zoning Commission met and approved the zoning change for Kinlau Sheet Metal Inc.
	
Natalie of North West Group and Kevin Lamar presented documents requested the change of zoning for a Special Use Permit.

Commissioners requested more information concerning fire safety with the Battery Energy Storage Systems

	No other comment

	Commissioner Burnett made the motion to exit Public Hearing at 7:00 pm

	Commissioner Aydelott seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote

9.	Discuss, Consider and Take Possible Action on Ordinance Number 1835 zoning change of a portion of 2601 Mill Street and 827 Nabers Street from Commercial Automobile Recreational to Heavy Industrial for a Battery Energy Storage System 

	No motion was made for agenda item #9

10.	Discuss, Consider and Take Possible Action on the sale of Tax Properties by Texas Communities Group

	Commissioner Burnett made the motion to approve the sale of properties:
	Parcel 5057 – 1523 Maiden to Jacob Workman for $1,750.00
	Parcel 4670001 – 1911 Beaver to Pete Guerrero for $860.00
	Parcel 6897001 – 920 Pease to Moderna Builders, LLC for $2,600.00
	
	Commissioner Buesing seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote

11.	Discuss, Consider and Take Possible Action on Resolution Number 1120 to apply for 2025 TxDot – TA Grant

	Community Development Director Wilkinson advised the City’s application for the TxDot -TA Grant has advanced to phase II of the application process.  The detailed application is due June 20, 2025.  Resolution Number 1120 formalizes support by the City Commission of the application.  If approved, the $530,000 project would construct a 4-inch thick, 6-foot-wide sidewalk along the east side of Hillcrest Drive from the Hillcrest Hwy 70 intersection to Wilbarger Stret.  The project includes construction of ADA compliant curb ramps between driveways, alley and intersections.  The City of Vernon qualifies for transportation development credits in lieu of a local match.
Commissioner Aydelott made the motion to approve Resolution Number 1120 to allow the City of Vernon to apply for the 2025 TxDot – TA Grant to construct a sidewalk on the east side of Hillcrest Drive from Highway 70 to Wilbarger	

	Commissioner Goodrum seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote

12.	Discuss, Consider and Take Possible Action on Ordinance Number 1834 for the exemption of ad valorum tax on historical home located at 2720 Paradise Street Vernon, Texas

	City Manager Kennon advised the City of Vernon agreed to a 50 percent ad valorem tax exemption for the historical home located at 2720 Paradise Street in 1988.  Since that time the owners have kept the exemption by filing the proper form with the Appraisal District each year.  The property has anew owner and the exemption does not automatically transfer to the new owner.   The City Commission will need to approve Ordinance Number 1834 if they wish to continue to grant the historical home and ad valorem tax exemption.

	Commissioner Buesing made the motion to approve Ordinance number 1834 granting the exemption of 50 percent of the ad valorem taxes on the historic home located at 2720 Paradise Street, Vernon, Texas

	Commissioner Burnett seconded the motion, which passed with a majority vote
	Buesing – Yes, Burnett – Yes, Gosline – Yes, Aydelott – No, Goodrum – Yes

13.	Discuss, Consider and Take Possible Action on Resolution Number 1119 hiring Lloyd Gosselink to represent the City in AEP’s request to the Public Utility Commission for an increase in revenue

	Commissioner Aydelott made the motion to approve Resolution Number 1119 hiring Lloyd Gosselink to represent the city in AEP’s request to the Public Utility Commission for an increase in revenue

	Commissioner Buesing seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote

14.	Discuss, Consider and Take Possible Action on an interlocal agreement with Wilbarger County on the collection of ad valorem taxes

	City Manager Kennon advised Tissha Taylor, PCC Tax Assessor-Collector for Wilbarger County requested an updated interlocal agreement.  The previous interlocal agreement dated June 14, 2010 states $4,500 annually.  The proposed agreement states $9,754.50 or $1.50 per parcel.

	Commissioner Aydelott made the motion to approve the interlocal agreement with Wilbarger County for the collection of ad valorem taxes as presented

	Commissioner Burnett seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote.

15.	Adjourn

	Commissioner Burnett made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:20 pm

	Commissioner Buesing seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote





								__________________________________
								Pamela Gosline, Mayor
ATTEST:

______________________________
Marsha Jo Stone, TRMC
City Secretary
Regular Meeting 05/27/2025
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